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Welcome to the February to April edition of MAP.
In this edition we look back to a unique Christmas, and ahead to Lent and Easter. Although this is a
challenging time, it’s also a time of real creativity as we learn new ways to be a church community.
For the first time in MAP we share with you a “screen shot” which shows you the numbers of people
who viewed our online offering. We also share with you news of Girls’ Brigade and of various
adventures members of our community have enjoyed during these last months.
We’re sending this edition of MAP out electronically to you, and also by post to those who receive the
weekly sheet in hard copy by post each week. Please feel free to forward this to anyone who might be
interested, or to print a copy off for anyone who doesn’t already receive it.
I hope you enjoy the newsletter.
The next edition will be published in May so any items for inclusion should ideally reach me by mid
April by email, or by post if you’re not online.
Every blessing
Jenny

In this edition of MAP…
P.3—Christmas 2020.
P.4—Reaching out online.
P.5—You need to unmute! Zoom worship. “Let there be light”: Lights
at St Mary’s
P.6—What will you take up for Lent?
P.6—Recipe by Sue Emery
P.7—Peter and Mary Judson reflect on Oberammergau
P.8—Lent activities.
P.9—News from the clergy, and Girls’ Brigade.
P.10—In Memoriam

P.12—The Cataract and the Parrot by Joan Harvey
P.13—Climate Justice by Jenny Owens
P.14—An archaeological find.
P.15—Fundraising Challenge—Revd Deborah. News from the
Deanery.
P.16—Ways of giving, Dates for your diary
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Christmas 2020
In the last edition of MAP
I pondered what wisdom
we might hear from the
angels as our churches
fall unusually silent. I
wonder what you
learned this year, and
what insights we as a
church we should take
forward into the years to
come. This was a
horrendous Christmas for
many, with illness, bereavement and separation from
family. As feared Christmas was followed by another
very severe peak in the pandemic, and the sorrow has
been immense.
Yet through Christmas there were nonetheless
moments of goodness that took my breath away. For
many people there was a sense of relief, which people
sort of confessed to me as if it was a guilty thing. The
pressure was off and for some that meant they didn’t
have to struggle with how to provide for and manage
big get togethers. I was reminded that while family
Christmases can be wonderful, they can also be

challenging,
and while
solo
Christmases
can be
lonely, then
can also
joyful in
their own right. A second thing I noticed was the
holiness of simplicity in our services. I had dreaded
Christmas communions without carols: the singing has
always seemed integral to a Christmas celebration. Yet
there was intimacy and depth in simply gathering
together to honour the birth of God in our midst.
Hearing a solo voice or a solo piano was more than
enough to add poignancy and wonder to these
occasions. Then there was the pleasure of the
unexpected. In the absence of the familiar traditions
and obligations of the season I was touched by
people’s words and actions: simple gifts appearing on
the doorstep; words of gratitude for having a loved one
near or the opportunity just to sit quietly in church. I
felt this year as if I got closer than ever before to the
stable in which Jesus was born: everything was new
and filled with wonder. At the end of this season I
offer to God and to you my thanks for a Christmas I for
one will remember.
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Reaching out online
Over Christmas Revd Deborah, Sue Moss and the team have posted All Age videos on Facebook and
YouTube, which were viewed over 1000 times. Below is a screen shot of some of the posts.
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You need to “unmute!” …Zoom!
During Christmas we experimented with our very first
Zoom services. Thanks to Josie we experienced Zoom
9 Lessons and Carols, thanks to Jenny Salisbury and
Vicky Evans we enjoyed an Informal Zoom Carol
Service, and during Lockdown we’ve had Zoom
Sunday and Wednesday services. At first it all felt a
little unnatural, and all of us had to learn the new
technology. We quickly discovered that everyone has
to be muted except the lead person in order for
singing to be in any way musical, and we figured out
when we need to unmute so that different voices
could join in. Then there was the question of the
best way to lead the singing. Solo voice? Prerecorded? Live solo piano or other musical
instrument? All options worth considering.

For many in our community, staying at home is a way
of life that pre-dates and will continue beyond Covid.
Many in our midst are housebound, and, virus or no
virus, we now have a means of offering worship to
everyone with a phone line or an internet
connection. Zoom worship will never replace
worship in church, but it certainly has a long term
place in the range of ways in which we engage with
God and with each other. As we learn to use this new
tool, please do encourage those who you’re aware of
who might like to join us over the phone line or via
the internet. It feels good to be able to grow our
community online and to be able to reach out in
fresh ways.

It’s been wonderful how many people have joined in
The fact that it is possible to worship together from
and even learned how to use their computers and
our front rooms feels like a small miracle in its own
their emails for the first time in order to participate.
right. It’s been nice to see each other’s faces without We’re all on a learning curve with this, with gratitude
masks or steamed up glasses, nice to be able to talk to God who is our ultimate teacher and guide. If you
to each other without concentrating all the time on
need support with your use of IT please get in
keeping two metres apart.
touch—a group of people have formed who will be

Let there be light!
Thanks are due to Jeremy Baggett for braving the cherry
picker to change the St Mary’s light bulbs
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What will you take up for Lent?
Normally at this time of the year many of us make a decision to
give something up for Lent. For some that’s something that’s
become unhealthy for body, mind or spirit, such as chocolate or
bad language. For others it’s an ethical decision such as giving up
meat or finding ways to cut plastic waste from our homes.

Once the shortages in the shops were over in those early weeks of
the pandemic, I’ve found a renewed interest in food and in
cooking. Being at home much more means I can leave a pan to
simmer for hours or put something in the oven to bake for a
decent length of time. In celebration of food, our daily email
reflections will focus on an edible or drinkable item every day. In
In the last year we’ve had to give up an extraordinary amount in
doing so we’ll take time to reflect on food chains and food
order to serve the public good. We’ve given up time with family
production, on environmental concerns and animal welfare, on
and friends, hugs and meals; church services and hobbies, holidays
the pleasures of food and the fellowship we look forward to
and travel; we’ve all given up key aspects of our liberty and some
renewing.
have seen extreme cuts in livelihoods.
Food and drink are present everywhere in the Bible. Starting with
Since there has been so much to give up during the last year, this
Adam, Eve and the famous apple, we encounter the Biblical
Lent let’s focus on what we might take up, and how we might
characters feasting together, fasting in the wilderness, being fed
enrich our lives. Perhaps lockdown has created space in which to
with manna, grumbling that they’re bored of manna, drinking at
take up or reignite a forgotten hobby—crafts or reading or
wedding festivals and witnessing water turned into wine, sharing
gardening or cookery. Perhaps it’s a time to pick up our phone
loves and fishes, breaking bread and sharing the common cup.
books and reconnect with people we’ve lost touch with over the
Food and drink resonate with significance, and take centre stage
years. Perhaps it’s an opportunity to learn online skills in order to
in times of tragedy and of joy. As we reflect on items of food each
participate in online forums or family conversations across the
days we’ll hear echoes of the great Bible stories and reflect on the
miles.
challenges and joys of contemporary life.

Recipe by Sue Emery: Sausage and red wine cassole
Ingredients
1 tbsp vegetable Oil
16 Pork and Herb Sausages
2 large Onions, sliced
2 Cloves of Garlic, chopped
2 Sticks of Celery, chopped
8 rashers smoked streaky Bacon, chopped
2 tbsp plain Flour
2 tbsp Tomato Puree
2 tbsp sweet Paprika
2 tsp Sugar
½ tsp freshly grated Nutmeg
300ml red Wine
800ml hot Chicken or Vegetable Stock
2 cans Cannellini, Borlotti, or Haricot Beans,
drained
Method
Heat the oil in a large casserole or deep, wide frying
pan over a medium high heat. Add the sausages and
cook for 6-8 minutes, until browned all over. Remove

and set aside. Add the onions, garlic, celery, and
bacon to the casserole and cook, stirring, for 6-8
minutes, until softened. Stir in the flour, tomato
puree,
paprika, sugar, and nutmeg, and cook for 1 minute.
Pour in the red wine, bring to the boil, then reduce the
heat to a fast simmer.
Cut each sausage into four and return to the pan, then
simmer for 10 minutes. Add more stock if required.
Stir in the beans and cook for a further five minutes. (If
the casserole has been prepared in advance, the beans
and extra stock may be added just before serving).
This recipe was created and shared with the
congregation of St Peter’s in the now rather distant
past by dear Gina Hill, in the days when we would
gather in the village hall for supper, a gossip and
maybe a Quiz! Halcyon days that we pray will soon
return.
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Another Lockdown: Peter and Mary
Judson reflect on Oberammergau
With Hayling Island ‘lockdown’ because of the
pandemic, with Lent and Passiontide approaching it is
easy to recall another place and time locked down,
that of Oberammergau. In Europe towards the end of
the Thirty Years War a plague was raging. The Elders of
the village of Oberammergau in Bavaria, the Village
Council of Twelve, in an effort to protect their village
decided to seal it off from outside contact, a
‘lockdown’.

However, an itinerant worker returned, bringing the
plague with him and it swept through the village.
Whereupon the people solemnly vowed that, if God
would show His compassion and lift the scourge they
would enact, every ten years, the Passion of our Lord.
The plague left the village in 1633 and as a perpetual
thanksgiving and re-affirmation of faith the villagers of
Oberammergau have performed the Passion Play,
‘Passionsspiel’, at regular intervals ever since.
I first went to Oberammergau in the 1970s to attend
two courses at the NATO School. The NATO School
was based in what had been a Wehrmacht Mountain
Regiment Headquarters that overlooked the village in
the valley below. At the end of my first day
(embarrassing day it was because I had forgotten to
bring my uniform cap with me – Mary had to post it to
me!) I decided to walk down to the village. The
footpath led down beside a stream. A number of small
workshops could be seen in the gardens of the houses
where the occupants were all engaged in wood
carving. Turned left into the village alongside the Hotel
Alte Post and out onto the main street, Dorfstrasse, to
be astonished and amazed by the painted decoration
of the houses. Opposite Alte Post there was a shop full
of carvings, figures; Christian and secular, plain or
decorated, large and small. To the left a shop full of
Christmas decorations , including delicate ones made
of wood shavings. Going right along Dorfstrasse leads
to the Passion Play Theatre, Passionsspielhaus. The
theatre has 4700 seats and is completely roofed with a
40-metre wide open air stage. Oberammergau has a
population of about 5000, half of whom participate in
the play either as a performer (a double take, to see

“Jesus” cycle by), a musician, a singer or backstage.
Returned to Oberammergau with Mary, in the late
1990s as we reconnoitred the area prior to leading a
party of 30 plus to the Play in 2000. The Play which
lasts some eight hours, including a three hour interval
for everyone to take refreshment. Those of you who
have been to the Passionsspiel will know what an
emotional experience it is. The joy of the entry to
Jerusalem as the empty stage gradually fills with
crowds of people and then Jesus on a (real) donkey
appears. The pain of the Crucifixion, the hammering of
nails, the soldiers straining to raise the crosses to the
vertical. The wonder of the resurrection, the aura of
the empty tomb. The angel tells Magdalene “You are
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is
not here, he has risen from dead!”
Mary and I joined another group to go to the 2010
Play. There were differences in the production in 2010,
a different “Jesus”, an afternoon/evening performance
and a different handling of the final Resurrection
scene. Our daughter, Rachael, joined us both in 2000
and 2010 and she has been our “support bubble”
during the present lockdown and was able to join us at
St Mary’s for the Christmas Eve service. A quiet
reflective time, reminding us all of our two different
experiences in Oberammergau. As we travel towards a
hopefully better Eastertime we may perhaps, think
about the next Passionsspiel, maybe in 2022.
However, Mary and I don’t plan another visit, but if
any of you do consider going, do ask us anything you
wish and we will try to help. It is a fantastic cultural
and devotional experience.
We are a resurrection people,
it is that hope that sustains
us. Just as the 17th century
villagers of Oberammergau
were sustained through their
lockdown so we, too, will be
sustained through our
lockdown by that promise of
hope.
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Lent services and activities
Ash Wednesday: 17th February, 6pm service by
Zoom. This will be a reflective service on Zoom
with the imposition of ash. To receive your ash please
contact the parish office. Alternatively during the service you can
simply make the sign of the cross on your forehead at the
appropriate moment. No need to book—we will send round the
Zoom invitation to everybody.

“Lent in a Bag”: Zoom study groups. Mondays at
7.30pm, and Thursdays at 2pm.
These weekly sessions are being offered at different times of the
day to suit your availability. The Monday content will be repeated
on Thursdays. To request your bag of items please contact the
office. If you don’t request a bag you can still participate in the
sessions as there is a leaflet that we can email you. No need to
book—we will email the Zoom invitation round. You can dip in or
attend every week, entirely to suit you.

Cross of Remembrance
This cross was made from St Mary’s and St Peter’s Christmas trees.
During Lent the names of people who have died during the
Pandemic will be hung on the cross, which will be decorated with
flowers at Easter. Please email the office if you’d like to add a
name.

When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride. (Isaac Watts)

Zoom Coffee Morning in memory of Colin Cooke-Priest,

in aid of St Peter’s.
Wednesday 17th March, 10.30am. Please grab a cup of tea or coffee and
some cake, and join in this Zoom social gathering.
The Zoom invitation will be sent out on the day. To access the gathering by phone:
0203 481 5237 or 0203 481 5240 Meeting ID: 918 8771 3273 Passcode: 311927
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Clergy success: BSL and Tractors!
Congratulations to Revd Deborah for successfully
completing Stage 2 Improvers in British Sign
Language course. She now moves on to Advanced 1.
Deborah has already introduced the Peace in sign
language during Covid. Watch out for more!

Meanwhile Revd Jenny has passed her RNLI County
Tractor assessment, which means she can now drive
both tractors to launch and recover the lifeboats on
shouts.
We pray with thanks for all that is special and good here
in our Hayling community, with gratitude for the
opportunities to belong and serve here.

Girls’ Brigade—Jo Evans
Following the first lockdown GB
stopped meeting in March 2020
along with most of the country.
During this time Vicky Evans also
received her acceptance onto the
Readership Training so reluctantly
stepped down as leader.
From September, GB have been
meeting virtually via Zoom each
week 6.30-8pm. It has been a
challenge taking on a new role and
having to work out a ‘new normal’,
all the girls
have been
amazing and the support from the other
leaders has been fabulous. Previous evening
activities includes many many games, crafts
and even cooking!
We started our meetings back earlier than
normal in January as with lockdown 3.0 and
the changes for us all over Christmas we felt
that the girls having a regular and safe space
for them was important.

This term we have worked hard to invite
guest speakers along to break up things a
little. Last week we had a lady talk to us
about hidden disabilities, learning to be
compassionate, not judge from first
appearances etc. and she talked to us
about her journey of becoming a
triathlete with a stoma bag; the girls
really engaged and asked some important
questions. In a couple of weeks time we
have a professional balloon sculptor
which should be really exciting!
We would like everyone to know that
GB is still alive and going strong; we
have had 2 new girls join us too. If
you know anyone that would like to
‘come along’ and see what we do
please get in touch.
gb.leader@yahoo.com
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In memoriam…
With love and thanks, we say our farewell to:

Hilda Moody
Hilda passed on the morning Friday 15th January
2021, aged 90 years.

we look forward to
celebrating her life
She was a beloved Mother, cherished Grandmother and the joy she
and adored Great-Grandmother who will never be brought to all of
forgotten. An amazingly strong, generous and caring our lives with a
person, she was so dearly loved and will always live memorial service
and wake;
in our hearts. We are deeply saddened to share
invitation to be
news of her passing with all who knew and loved
published here as
her. Hilda was a faithful member of St Peter’s
soon as
congregation for very many years. She is sorely
permissible.
missed by her many friends. Given we couldn’t
honour Hilda with the funeral she richly deserves,

Phyllis Booth
Phyllis was born on 21/7/1931
in London. She had one brother
and four sisters. Phyllis moved
to Hayling in the mid fifties to
work at the coronation holiday
camp. She worked as a waitress.
This is where she met Bob, who
worked as a chef.
They married on 4/4/1959.
Phyllis continued to work in
catering until she retired in her
late seventies. Phyllis and Bob
adopted their son Miles and
later had a daughter of their own Lisa. Sadly Lisa

passed away in 2009.
Neither Phyllis and Bob really recovered from that
loss.
Phyllis was diagnosed with dementia and Alzheimer’s
and went to Mary Rose Manor in Portsmouth in
December. She remained there until her death on
17th January 2021. Phyllis, with Bob, was a faithful
and much loved member of St Peter’s congregation
and of the St Peter’s singers, where they are both
remembered with huge affection. Donations in
Phyllis’s memory to the Alzheimers Society or
Dementia UK are welcome, via Carrells Funeral
Directors.
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Brenda Hemmens
16/10/39 to 29/12/20.
Brenda moved to Park House in 2012 after an accident
walking on the M27 a result of her then new but
established diagnosis of Alzheimers. She died
peacefully there of Covid-19 with the family able to
visit and continue to support her even virtually. Many
joined us "virtually" for her celebration of life at The
Oaks on 22nd January. Thank you. Brenda and Peter
found friendship, faith, love and acceptance on arrival
at St Peters - which allowed them to continue in their
faith through worship on Sundays and Wednesdays and
also via the special St Peters singers- one of two groups
dad and mum could join in at this stage and later
occasionally me too. Music triggered memory and
solace to the end and we are grateful mums retained
words were "I love you" often spread liberally but
always receiving that same response in return. Brenda
was born and brought up in Kingswood Bristol
attending the same school as Peter although not
"meeting" until he had left and going to Birmingham
University. She studied to teach children with
additional needs - at that time in hospital based
settings and latterly teaching at East Shore school .
Having married in 1961 they moved south after some
years in the Cotswolds where 3 children joined them
and then a fourth (Claire) a little later. She was the

centre of the home
and churches around
them, they danced
much together folk/
morris dancing and
she often sang in groups/choirs following her childhood
passion. She served in many capacities such as steward
or flower rota coordinator and created beautiful
displays at The Rowans or at school, or crafting for
fundraising. Camping and caravanning a theme of their
life continued with the 9 grandchildren they so
unconditionally loved and adored. Their teaching
backgrounds enabling fun walks/forays wherever they
went...and of course great "grandparent picnics" and
cake. One great friend said- that "Brenda had the
capacity to make everything beautiful". Brenda, Peter
and I (and the extended family) received beautiful
friendship and prayerful support from our St Peters
family and peace and healing- that is a beautiful thing
to be treasured and carried with us all. Thank you for
that legacy on Brenda and Peter’s behalf. and I hope
you feel the blessing "in giving that we receive".
I hope soon to visit again from Edinburgh and share
that in person.
Sally Hemmens (Lloyd)

We pray with thanks for all those we’ve loved and lost: for the light of love
they shone into our hearts and the beauty they revealed.
We pray for those we are grieving at this time; may they find comfort.
We pray for those on the point of death and those who watch with them;
may they know your peace. Amen.
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The Parrot and the Cataract
Joan Harvey
It seems to be many moons ago since September
24th 2020, but that was the date
I was given for my first cataract operation. It wasn’t I
something I was wildly excited
about, but I was looking forward to better vision.
I remember well as a student nurse my antipathy
toward eye surgery, not for me! So it was with a
degree of apprehension and an elevated blood
pressure I attended
The hospital for cataract removal. I’m a great
believer in finding the humour about most things in
life, so this was not going to be any different.
Following the preparations, multiple eye drops etc, I
found myself in Theatre awaiting whatever fate had
in store for me. All was explained to me and a really
kind nurse holding my hand telling me to squeeze
hard if I encountered any problems. The music that
accompanied the procedure was not exactly riveting,
but diverted attention from the strange noises going
on around my head.
Surgery completed, the surgeon asked if I had any
questions. “Yes, just one” I replied “Ask away” “Do
you think I can have a parrot?” Undaunted the reply
came back.... “Sure Would you like it now, or shall I
arrange to have it delivered to you?” “I’ll have it
now please” He obviously picked up on my sense of
humour.... it could have been so different. I left the
hospital with a parrot!!!
January 7th 2021 rolls around and I’m up for the
second cataract removal. Different Hospital this time
and with COVID raging all around, once again I was
nervous.
How was I going to get there, my husband not
driving at the present time. Tier 4 in place, certainly
did not want to contemplate travel in a taxi. Could I

go on a bike, not
really with a parrot
to take back!!! Pam
quickly came to my
rescue, masked up,
glasses steaming
up, could she really
see the road? We arrived safely and I was deposited
with Parrot outside the door! One way sorted.
Much the same procedure as before, I was happier
this time around as I knew what the procedure was
all about. I was greeted by the surgeon who was
going to remove the offending cataract. I must say
Doctors are getting younger, or is it that I’m getting
older? Now, whether he was forewarned about the
Parrot I’m not too sure, but he did tell me that I
couldn’t keep said bird as they needed him. All this
banter served to put me at ease. Procedure nearly
completed when I was told I could have a cup of tea
and a biscuit following the op. “ any chance of a gin
and tonic”.... his reply “ well if there is I would like
one with lime” Needless to say neither gins
materialised , but the cup of tea and a biscuit arrived
and a thumbs up from the Doctor.
All done and I’m very grateful and thankful for the
gift of two new eyes. The excellent care and
kindness shown in these troubled times
REFLECTION .... I think Covid-19 has got to me.
Whoever would of thought I would be writing about
a Parrot and a cataract!!! I think we all need to
fantasise from time to time, and If I have managed
to raise a smile for the reader then I have achieved.
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Climate Justice: Jenny Owens
In his recent Encyclical “Fratelli Tutti” on fraternity
and social friendship, in Chapter 1, Pope Francis
quotes Pope Benedict XVI who wrote “as society
becomes ever more globalised, it makes us
neighbours, but does not make us brothers”

staple element in the local diet, have in some parts
failed completely. These countries also have a
hurricane season in October/November, and in 2020
hurricanes have broken all records in their frequency,
strength, and destructive power. By the end of
November there had already been 30 named storms
In para 22, headed “Insufficiently universal human
rights” Pope Francis maintains that in practice human hitting the region. In Guatemala storm Eta, a category
rights are not equal for all. He says “In today’s world, 4 hurricane, swept away a whole mountain village of
many forms of injustice persist fed by....a profit-based 150 houses when a huge mudslide was caused by
torrential rains. Many of the dead were buried in their
economic model that does not hesitate to exploit,
houses, and these deaths just added to dozens more
discard or even kill human beings. While one part of
humanity lives in opulence, another part sees its own that occurred in the coastal regions of all three
countries. There were over 64 deaths in Honduras,
dignity denied, scorned or trampled upon, and its
and over 120 in Nicaragua, all caused by Eta. Less than
fundamental rights discarded or violated.”
2 weeks later, storm Iota, also category 4, hit the
So, are we to regard others as truly our brothers and same areas, with winds of 150 mph and 24 inches –
sisters with the same rights, the same dignity, the
yes, 2 feet! - of torrential rains. Wooden houses were
same self-esteem, no matter where in the world we
reduced to little more than splinters, and crops were
live? Are we seeking to ensure that there is equality
just washed away. Many thousands of people are
for all?
having to receive humanitarian aid if they are to
If that is what we as Christians seek to practise in our survive. The intensity and frequency of these
own lives, let me introduce you to some of the people hurricanes is caused by the rising temperatures of the
oceans, a result of global warming.
who live in Central America – specifically those who
live on the opposite shores of the Atlantic, in
How has climate change, and specifically global
Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. The people of warming, impacted you? Speaking for myself, I do
these countries are a mixture of indigenous people,
often find the weather decidedly odd and departing
many still living in their traditional communities;
from its “normal” patterns. Here on Hayling we have
descendants of the Spanish who arrived from the end lost some of our coastal area as the sea has swept
of the 15th century and later; and many of mixed race. away one area of the west beach – but this may also
In Honduras there is also a small coastal community, have been due in part to the local authority and the
descendants of slaves who escaped from Caribbean
Environment Agency having agreed not to maintain or
plantations. These are poor countries, whose people strengthen some of the sea defences. So no calamities
are largely working on the land, growing maize, rice,
so far, and certainly nothing like the devastation
beans of all sorts, fruit and vegetables of many
suffered in Central America and other parts of the
varieties, coffee, cocoa, cane sugar etc. On the coasts world. But if these people are truly our brothers and
many are dependent on fishing. Houses are often
sisters, justice demands that we must take global
made of wood. Climate change has brought very
warming much more seriously than we have to date.
unpredictable weather – the seasons are no longer as It is true that many actions can only be taken by
regular as they used to be, and recent periods of
governments and businesses, but we as individuals
extremely hot and dry weather have created drought can also play our part. This really is a climate
conditions, so that even the basic crops of maize, the emergency, demanding swift action.
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Here is a check list to ask ourselves what we can
do!

Do we get our energy for heating, lighting etc
from companies that only use renewable
sources?
Do we try to use public transport as much as
we can?
Do we walk or cycle if that is practical where we
live and if we are fit?
Do we support or belong to organisations that
campaign for climate justice?
Does our Portsmouth Diocese have any
investments in fossil fuel companies, even
though the Church of England has declared
that it will no longer hold any such
investments?
Do our churches use fossil fuels or renewable

energy for heating, lighting, etc?
Does our local authority have a climate action
plan to reduce emissions across all its
services? At present, Havant Borough
Council does not.
The economic effects of global warming are felt
most of all by poorer countries such as those in
Central America, while we who live in more
temperate zones do not have the same misfortune
– in spite of the fact that we have caused the
largest part of the problem. Initially of course we
did not realize what damage our use of fossil fuels
was bringing about. But we have now known this
for many years, and we should be both taking as
much as action as we can to reduce those
damaging emissions, and be prepared to pay for
the harm we have caused.

An archaeological Find!
As clergy we learn to expect
the unexpected. Revd
Jenny recently received an
email from a young man
called Bart Smith from
Chicago. On a visit to
Haying he found what
turned out to be a medieval
matrix seal that was used to
make wax stamps on church
documents. He believes it
may have belonged to a
former Vicar, for a number of
reasons. The seal states, “The
sign of Richard - believe it as
if he himself”. Bart says the
archaeologists at the Temple
site on Hayling have
speculated the seal may have
belonged to the Hayling Parish Priest, Richard De
Hestlerton. He was around on Hayling as priest from
1326-45. The seal fits his character well as it is one for
a lower status member of the clergy. He was the third

son of a noble from Yorkshire and
they were often bought such
positions. The seal features a lamb
and cross, Virgin Mary and baby
Jesus as well as the inscription
around the outside. Bart plans to
get the seal 3D scanned so that it
can be copied and we can make a
real (cleaned) imprint
with it, perhaps for the
first time in 700 years!
He’s thinking perhaps
we could sell wax
stamps made with it on
some nice parchment
with the church on
them to interested
people for a fundraiser.
Bart says, “I like the
thought of it continuing
to do good work since
it was crafted all those
centuries ago.”
14

PoWeRlifting fundraising
challenge: Revd Deborah
Every two years I like to set myself a challenge and
to help raise funds for charitable causes. In 2019
and with 11 others, I walked 100 miles for Christian
Aid. This year in 2021 I am setting myself a
powerlifting challenge and need your support to
raise £1200.
As some of you will know, my youngest son is a
World Champion powerlifter, competing with Team
GB. While he and the rest of the team have not
been able to compete during 2020 his training has
continued and starting in January I have been
joining him in the gym learning about the discipline
of powerlifting. It is not as easy or straightforward
as I thought!
I have to learn three disciplines (squat, bench press
and deadlift) and all the cardio and muscle building
that’s involved, as well as the technique for lifting
so as not to damage myself! I started three weeks
ago and began by lifting a total of 17.5 kg across
two of the disciplines. Three weeks on and I am
now lifting 50 kg. The sky’s the limit!
My challenge this year will be to powerlift across
the three disciplines the total amount of 285 kg.

This total weight would allow me to qualify to
compete in the world championships.
To encourage me to complete this challenge by
October this year, 2021, when the World
Championships may take place, please would you
dig deep into your pockets. The money raised will
go to support the three churches of Hayling Island
who continue to minister to the community but
have suffered financially as we have not been able
to gather regularly. The money will also be shared
with the charities supported by the NHS Charities
Together.
To donate, please go to the Justgiving page link
https://
www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/
powerlifting-challenge?
utm_term=vyqqNjnjm
I will update you on
how the training and
fundraising is going …..

Deanery Consultations
In recent years in the diocese there has been growing
awareness of the need to simplify our church
structures and work collaboratively between
parishes. This has become more urgent as Covid has
taken a serious financial toll and there is sadly a
pressing need to cut costs including losing some
stipendiary clergy posts.

retain our distinctive ministries, there are possible
exciting areas in which we could work more closely
together. We on Hayling have huge spiritual
resources to share, and could offer hospitality and
opportunities for spiritual growth and teaching. As a
parish West Leigh has huge experience of working
with families in particular, and in addition to its
One of the wonderful insights of our faith is that from wonderful church St Faith’s Havant has real gifts in
challenging circumstances new life always emerges. areas of management. It’s always daunting to step
In addition to growing ever more closely together as out into the unknown but as with so much that Covid
has brought us, there is gift waiting to be discovered.
three Hayling Churches—something we’re already
We pray for all the churches of the Deanery, for our
fully committed to—we’ve also been invited to
consider working collaboratively with the parishes of leaders, and for our own discernment as we grow in
faith together.
Havant and West Leigh. As clergy we’ve all met
together and realised that while it’s important to
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Regular giving to the church
Parish Giving Scheme
The Parish Giving Scheme is now online, which makes it simple and straightforward to set up a regular donation. The links are
below. Where applicable the Scheme will also reclaim the Gift Aid on any eligible donations. In these challenging times we need
your support more than ever and we're grateful for your generosity.
For St Andrew's:
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/?keyword=&parishName=Eastoke+St+Andrew&registeredOnly=
For St Mary's:
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/?keyword=&parishName=South+Hayling+St+Mary&registeredOnly=
For St Peter's:
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/?keyword=&parishName=North+Hayling+St+Peter&registeredOnly=

Amazon Smile
If you shop regularly on Amazon, by going to www.smile. amazon.co.uk and nominating St Mary’s PCC you can
give to St Mary’s with every purchase.

Dates for your diary
Zoom Ash Wednesday—17th February at 6pm. All welcome.

Lent in a Bag Zoom Discussion Groups —Mondays at 7.30pm and Thursdays at 2pm in Lent. All welcome.
Zoom Coffee Morning in memory of Colin Cooke-Priest—Wednesday 17th March 10.30am. All welcome.
Donations to St Peter’s Church.
Mothering Sunday—Sunday 14th March, 10am Zoom All Age Worship.

Thursday 1st April—Maundy Thursday. Friday 2nd April—Good Friday. Sunday 4th April—Easter Sunday - All
services to be confirmed when we have clarity on the situation with Covid.

Look out for updates on our website, Facebook Page and
Junior Church Facebook Page.
www.haylinganglicans.co.uk
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